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Ruth Garcia, Sales Manager at The Hampton Inn & Suites Downtown
Chicago, 33 E. Illinois is hosting the SGMP Chicago Holiday Party on
Wednesday, December 7, 2011 from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. The Hampton
Inn & Suites, an upscale boutique hotel, has 230 well-appointed guest rooms and
69 exceptional suites in a sophisticated style. Guests will appreciate 37" flat
screen HDTVs, kitchenettes with microwave and refrigerator, a Clean and Fresh
bedding program, complimentary hot breakfast buffet served fresh daily, an
indoor heated swimming pool and a 24-hour fitness center. For corporate
travelers there is a state of the art business center and complimentary wireless
internet access throughout the hotel. The hotel has 5,000 square feet of flexible
meeting and event space. With elegant event facilities, professional catering
service, and full audio-visual support, the Hampton Inn & Suites Chicago
Downtown is the perfect spot to host successful business meetings, banquets,
receptions, conferences and special occasions. The hotel is surrounded by soaring
skyscrapers, historic architecture, exciting cultural attractions and world-class
shopping and dining opportunities.

From the President’s Desk by Sandra Bennett
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Mark Your Calendar:

December 7, 2011—The
Hampton Inn & Suites
Downtown Chicago— Ruth
Garcia

January 18, 2012 —U.S.
Equities Student Housing
University Center, 525 S.
State Street—Mark Calde-
rone

February 15, 2012— Hilton
Suites Chicago Mag Mile—
Eugene Walker

March 21, 2012—Silent
Auction at the Marriott
Mag Mile—Willie Clay
April 20, 2012— Holiday
Inn, 200 East Rand Road,
Mount Prospect, I1.— Sher-
yl Troop

May 16-18, 2012—NEC in
New Orleans, La.

May 23, 2012 - TBA
June 20, 2012—- TBA

July and August—
Summer Hiatus

This is one of the most exciting times of the year. It is the time

of the year when people are generally more loving, giving and

harmonious towards each other. As the Holidays begin, we look

back on all of the moments during the past year that gave us

reason to work harder to make SGMP Chicago a viable organization. We've
responded to our challenges by focusing on the things that really matter to you-
- more networking and business opportunities-- as we continue to struggle in
the wake of a terrible economic recession. While we cannot know all that the
New Year will bring, we do know this: the SGMP Chicago Board will continue
to work hard to enhance the knowledge and expertise of government meeting
professionals. And in this spirit we say, simply but sincerely... Thank You and
Best Wishes for the Holiday Season and a Happy New Year. We are wishing
you a holiday filled with peace & love... and a New Year rich with blessings.
Continue to -Be filled with wonder- Be touched by peace- Believe in the miracle.

I Articles Inside this issue:

The 2010-2011 SGMP
New Member Incentives

November Membership
Status

Chicago Chapter Food
Drive

SGMP’s 7 Core Competen-
cies of Education

Holiday Party Program
Code of Ethics

30th Anniversary Recipes

Miscellaneous Information 9



http://happy-pictures.net/wp-content/uploads/happy-holidays_2230_1.jpg

December 2011 Issue 4

Page 2

The 2011-2012 SGMP
Chicago Board

New Member Incentive:

November Membership
Status

Sandra T. Bennett, President
312-575-6883
sandra.t.bennett@ssa.gov

Phyllis M. Hartford, First Vice-
President - 312-321-0063

phyllis.m.hartford@gmail.com

Jackie J. Levine, Second Vice-
President—312-768-4874

jackie.levine@whitelodging.com
Rose Mosley, Secretary
rose.mosley@ssa.gov
Therese Hanen, Treasurer
847-928-7648
threse.hanen@hilton
Directors:

Ethel Crisp, CMP
312-353-1442
crisp.ethel@epa.gov

Marco Fernandez
312-656-4144

Jim Straus

847-777-6559
jim.straus@westin.com

Vernon Spears, Immediate Past
Presidents/Nominations & Elec-
tions and Liaison: 312-353-0769

spears.vernon@dol.gov

December marks the last month
of the 30th Anniversary of
SGMP incentive where new plan-
ners who join SGMP beginning on
October 1 through December 31,
2011 can join at a special rate of
$30 for the first year. The special
rate only applies to government
meeting planners and must be a
new membership! It is not for plan-
ners that renew their membership
or have dropped in the last 12
months.

SGMP has posted a special 30th
Year Anniversary Membership
Application and a marketing tool
kit on the sgmp.org our web site.
This special incentive was created
to promote and celebrate our 30th
year milestone. Here’s to a success-
ful 30th Anniversary celebration
and membership campaign! Please
encourage any planner you know
to join this great organization.

Porey
join

De

SGMP’s ratio membership
increased by 30 this month—
This was the biggest monthly
gain in 19 months (since
April 2010). This month, 31
new government planner
members joined at the special
$30 rate; last month there
were 20 who joined at the
special rated 20. Although
SGMP has 3,422 members,
there are still 172 fewer
members than 12 months ago
and 35 fewer than SGMP had
at the start of this fiscal year.
The planner ratio increased
to—for the first time in years,
if not ever—to the 53.2%
mark.

The membership status for
SGMP Chicago Chapter
effective November 30, 2011
is as follows: Total Member-
ship — 64 members: 31 Plan-
ners 33 Suppliers which
gives us a planner ratio of
48.4% which 1s below the 50%
ratio that is required.
Therefore, the membership
freeze will be extended by
another month since the re-
quirement is that you meet

The FY 2011-2012 SGMP Chicago Chapter Food Drive October through November:

The SGMP Chicago Chapter food drive initiative which began at the October 28 meeting at the

Renaissance Hotel Downtown Chicago and ended on November 16 at the Homewood Suites by Hilton
Chicago Downtown, has ended. The mission of the food drive was to help families during the holiday
season and to help reduce hunger.

The monetary donation of $50.00 and the non-perishable items collected at the October and

November meetings were donated to the Chatham Avalon Church of Christ Food Pantry on

this endeavor.

8601 South State Street on Saturday, December 3, 2011. Thank you for your participation in

<(?/»fz (1/'[/1’;1_%
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SGMP’s Core Competencies of Education

As you already know, SGMP’s Educational Programs are based upon seven core compe-
tencies of government meeting planning. These core competencies are general meeting plan-
ning, facilities and services, financial and contract management, meeting logistics, technology,
leadership and ethics. More detailed topics under these core competencies can be found at:
www.sgmp.org/chapterboard/. Our chapter holds monthly meetings where education is
always the key element. The educational programs that were presented thus far this
fiscal year are as follows:

Month Topic Speaker (s)
September 2011 Code of Ethics Rose Mosley
October 2011 SGMP Bingo SGMP Past Presidents
November Tips on How to Avoid Prob- Sandra Bennett

lems with PowerPoint

Presentations
January You Want to Meet Where! Ethel Crisp,CMP

Unique Meeting Venues

Attending chapter education programs provides members the opportunity for the highest quality
training in the government meeting profession. Therefore, effective in January, the above pro-
grams as well as future programs will be posted to our website, www.sgmpchicago.org. It is still
not to late for you to volunteer to present one of our Educational Program at our Chapter Meet-
ings in February, April, May or June.

Sign up now and play a major role in the Chicago Chapter of
SGMP!!! Contact Jackie Levine at (312) 768-4874 or Jack-
ie.levine@whitelodging.com. The deadline for your response
is December 28, 2011.

2012 SGMP National Education Scholarships Deadline Approaching

Don’t miss your opportunity to apply for a scholarship for SGMP’s 30th Annual National Educa-
tion Conference in New Orleans! This year’s conference promises to be the biggest and best yet!
Scholarships will be awarded to offset the costs of travel, lodging and registration. Scholarship
recipients will be expected to participate in several tasks and projects before, during and after
the conference. All planner members are encouraged to apply for these scholarships. Applica-
tions are due by 5pm Eastern Time this Wednesday, December 7.

More details can be found at http://www.sgmp.org/nec2012/scholarship.cfm. Questions should be
directed to Lisa Silverman, SGMP’s Education and Training Manager at li-
sa.silverman@sgmp.org.

See you in New Orleans!



http://www.sgmp.org/chapterboard/
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Society of Government Meeting Professionals (SGMP) »
Annual Holiday Party Program
December 7, 2011 - 5:30 p.m. — 8:30 p.m.
Hampton Inn & Suites
33 W. Illinois Street

5:30-6:30 p.m. Hotel Tours to Win Prizes (15 Minute Intervals)

6:45 p.m. Welcome/Opening Remarks
6:50 p.m. First SGMP Raffle Call in the Reception Area
7:15 p.m. Dinner in the Dining Area

7:30 p.m. Hampton Inn & Suites Raffle (For Tour Participants O

7:45 p.m. Second SGMP Raffle

8:00 p.m. Presentation to “Feeding America”

8:15 p.m. Final SGMP Raffle

8:30 p.m. Pick-Up Goodie Bags- Compliments of the Hotel
We would like to thank Ruth Garcia, Sales Manager, and

the Hampton Inn & Suites for partnering with us to make
this a fabulous holiday event.

K
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CONTINUING DISCUSSION on the CODE OF ETHICS — PART III by Rose Mosley

NOW!!! BACK TO ANSWERS FOR THE QUESTIONS ASKED ON SEPTEMBER
21, 2011.

The answers are extremely simple if you followed the clues. If the meals at the
hotel/venue with, or without the hotel sales person, exceeded $20.00 or an
aggregate of $50.00 for the year, you could only accept it if you pay the market
value. This means the entire cost, not the difference between $20.00 and the
market value.

The same holds true for dinner with the hotel sales person at a local restaurant, unless you are
paying for your own meal. None of us would be willing to stay in a complimentary sleeping room
with a value of less than $20.00. You have to make a determination as to whether the hotel offers
free Limousine service to anyone wishing to make a visit to their site. If this service is not offered
on a free basis to everyone, then the rules above apply.

The type of gift and the market value of the gift from the hotel staff will have to be determined.
It is never advisable to accept cash. We all know the value of a FAM trip, and it is certainly out of
the $20 and $50 range.

Generally, a Government employee may not accept, in his or her personal capacity, invitations
from outside sources for free attendance at events, such as conferences, unless certain
requirements are met. The payment by an outside source of fees charged for an event is
considered to be a gift under the ethics regulations. In order for a Federal employee to be able to
accept any gift from an outside source, one of the exceptions to the gift rules must apply.

Exceptions to the Gift Rules:

An employee may accept:

¢ a gift valued at $20 or less, provided that the total value of gifts from the same person is not
more than $50 in a calendar year

¢ a gift motivated solely by a family relationship or personal friendship

¢ a gift based on an employee's or his spouse's outside business or employment

Stay tuned for Part IV in the January Newsletter on CONFLICTS OF INTEREST:
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Recipe Submissions from the Chicago Chapter fo
“Let’s Get Hungry 30th Y

SGMP’s new project for — a cookbook in honor of SGMP’s 30tk anniversary that will be distributed to all
attendees at the “2012 National Education Conference in New Orleans” ended on Monday, October 31, 2011.
The recipes below were submitted from our chapter:

Benne Cakes by Ethel Crisp, CMP

Benne cakes are a food from West Africa. Benne means sesame seeds. The sesame seeds are
eaten for good luck. This treat is still eaten in some parts of the American South.

Ingredients:

1 cup finely packed brown sugar

1/4 cup butter or margarine, softened
1 egg beaten

% tsp. vanilla extract

1 tsp. freshly squeezed lemon juice

% cup all-purpose flour

% tsp. baking powder

Y tsp. salt

1 cup toasted sesame seeds

Instructions:

Preheat the oven to 325 degrees. Lightly oil a cookie sheet. Mix together the brown sugar and the but-
ter, and beat until they are creamy. Stir in the egg you beat, vanilla extract and lemon juice. Add flour,
baking powder, salt and sesame seeds. Drop by rounded teaspoons onto the cookie sheet 2 inches apart.

Taffy Apple Salad by Ethel Crisp, CMP

Ingredients:

1 Can crushed Pineapples in heavy syrup

2 cups Miniature Marshmellows

% cup Sugar

1Tbsp. Flour

1 Egg, beaten well

1% Tablespoon White Vinegar

6 Cups Spanish Peanuts w/skins or Plain Blanched Peanuts without the skins. You may use more
based on your personal preference.

Instructions:

Drain the pineapples and reserve the juice. The pineapples and 1 cup of marshmallows should general-
ly be refrigerated overnight. If you are unable to prepare them over-night, then place these ingredients
in the freezer for a quick set.

Cook the pineapple juice, sugar, beaten egg, white vinegar, and flour in a small pot until it starts to
thicken; please be sure to stir it constantly to avoid sticking. This sauce should be placed in the refrig-
erator or freezer to quick set.

Cut-up the apples. After the apples have been cut-up add the cooked pineapples sauce along with the
rest of the marsh mellows, Cool Whip, and peanuts. Mix all of these ingredients together and refriger-
ate over-night before serving.
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Peanut Soup with Okra Croutons by Ethel Crisp, CMP

Ingredients:

% tablespoon Peanut Oil

Y4 teaspoon Crushed red pepper flakes
% tablespoon Coriander seeds

% cup Celery diced

% cup Carrots diced

2/3 cup Butternut squash diced

2/3 cup Potatoes dice

1 cup Peanuts roasted shelled & unsalted
6 cup Stock

1 tablespoon Lemon juice

Salt & pepper

Okra Croutons:

Ingredients:

1 % cup Okra thinly sliced
3 tablespoons Cornmeal

Y teaspoon Cumin

Y4 teaspoon Cayenne

% Herbal salts

Olive oil spray

Instructions: Place oil, pepper flakes & coriander in a large non-stick pot & fry over moderate heat until the seeds begin
to darken. Add vegetables & peanuts & cook for 3 minutes. Pour in the stock & bring to a boil. Cover, reduce heat &
simmer 30 minutes. Cool slightly & puree. Gently reheat, add lemon juice & season to taste. Service in shallow bowls
garnished with okra croutons.

CROUTONS: Preheat oven to 375F. Rinse okra under running water, drain & pat dry with paper towels. Combine corn-
meal, seasonings salt & okra in a bag. Seal & Shake well. Spray a baking sheet with oil, spread okra slices in a single
layer & spray them with oil too. Bake until crisp & browned, spraying & stirring twice during cooking. Should take 30
minutes. Yields: 6 servings

Lunchroom Cookies by Ethel Crisp, CMP

Ingredients:

1 pound butter 4 sticks (not margarine) softened
4 cups flour

2 cups powdered sugar

1 teaspoon vanilla flavor

Instructions: Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Cream the powdered sugar and butter with an electric mixer until smooth
Add the vanilla flavor Add the flour, one cup at a time, beating well after each cup. Wash your hands again

Grab a small amount of the dough, about the size or a golf ball, and roll it in your hands until smooth. Continue making
balls until all the dough has been used.

Place balls on cookie sheets, at least one inch between each ball. Flatten each ball using your three middle fingers. The
cookies will not spread, so use your best judgment when flattening them. You might try baking a few first before flatten-
ing all of them.

Place the cookie sheet(s) in oven, and bake. The cookies result in different tastes when cooked to various shades of
brown. Try baking some until they are slightly brown on the edges. Try baking some until they are golden all over.
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SG
About SGMP National: Mission & Objectives

Our mission i1s to enhance the knowledge and exper-
tise of government meeting professionals. Our objec-
SGMP Chicago Chapter tives are to improve the quality of, and promote the
P.0. Box A3249 cost-effectiveness of, government meetings. SGMP is
Chicago, Illinois 60609 the only national organization in the U.S. dedicated
exclusively to government meetings. SGMP delivers

N our membership value of education, resources and
We're on the Web. networking to nearly 4,000 members and through 32
chapters nationwide. Get connected to government
meetings — plug into SGMP.

Visit us at :
www.sgmpchicago.org

SGMP which was started in 1982 has entered its
30th year as the only national organization dedicat-
— ed solely to government meetings! I invite you to
’-—’ connect to SGMP by reviewing our web site and dis-
= covering the benefits we offer through unparalleled
education, networking and resources.

SGMP Chicago

Committees: Meeting Policies: Membership Report:
Go to www.sgmpchicago.org for more information

Membership: Meeting Policies: Any guest attend- Membership Ratio as of 11/30/11:
ing an SGMP meeting and is a perspec- 48.4%

Phyllis M. Hartford—Board Liaison tive member may attend meetings as

Government Planner: 31

Program and Education: follows:
) ) Contract Planner: 0
Jackie Levine & Ethel Crisp—Board First Meeting: No charge Other Memb 5
L. er Members:

Liaisons Second Meeting: Susl;

. o uppliers: 33
Holiday Party & Charity: Planners: $10.00 o]

. . otal: 64
Demetra Collins—Chair Suppliers: $20.00 Memborahio T
. .. embership Fees:
Phyllis Hartford—Board Liaison Third Meeting: an application
Silent Auction: must be completed with the Government Planner: $55.00
iate dues. .
Vernon Spears—Board Liaison appropriate dues Contract Planner: $140.00
All other guests—$20.00 Supplier: $350.00

Community Service:

Willie Mae Jordan—Chair Education/Student/Retiree: $25.00

Scholarships Committee:

Sandra T. Bennett—Board Liaison
Honors and Awards Committee:
Newsletter and Website

Committees:

Sandra T. Bennett—Board Liaison
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